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existentialism

· starting point

· isolated individual

· subjectivity, interiority, intuition

existentialism

philosophy of existence 

· existence precedes essence

· no “human nature”

· man is a “project”

phenomenology

descriptive method 

· following the flow of consciousness

· bracketing assumptions of causes & consequencs

· arriving at transcendental intersubjectivity

formulated by Edmund Husserl (1859-1938)

existentialism

themes 

· freedom v determinsm

· responsibility v conformism

· individual choice v collective activity

existentialism
socio-historical roots

· crisis of liberal intelligentsia

· mood

· alienation, angst, absurdity, authenticity

existentialist precursors
· Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855)

· Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)

Nietzsche (quotes)
· God is dead; but given the way of men, there may still be caves for thousands of years in which his shadow will be shown and we--we still have to vanquish his shadow too. 


· I teach you the overman. Man is something that shall be overcome. What have you done to overcome him? All beings so far have created something beyond themselves; and do you want to be the ebb of this great flood and even go back to the beasts rather than overcome man? What is the ape to man? A laughingstock or a painful embarrassment. And man shall be just that for the overman.

· What then is truth? A mobile army of metaphors, metonyms, and anthropomorphisms -- in short, a sum of human relations, which have been enhanced, transposed, and embellished poetically and rhetorically, and which after long use seem firm, canonical.

· There are no facts, only interpretations. 

· For man to be redeemed from revenge - that is for me the bridge to the highest hope, and a rainbow after long storms.
existentialists

· Martin Heidegger (1869-1976)

· Karl Jaspers  (1883-1969)

· Gabriel Marcel (1889-1973)

· Albert Camus (1913-1960)
· John Paul Sartre (1905-1980)

· Simone de Beauvoir (1906-1986)

· Maurice Merleau-Ponty  (1908-1961)

existentialist literature





Sartre “Nausea” “No Exit”  “Roads to Freedom”

Camus “The Myth of Sisyphus”

existentialism
· criticism of both rationalism & empiricism

· of rationalist systems

· ex inclined to irrationalism

· of positivism

· ex tendency to hostility to  science & technology

· in tradition of post-enlightenment romanticism

criticism for

· obscurantism (by analytic philosophy)

· individualism (by marxism)

critical theory

Frankfurt School

· Max Horkeimer

· Theodor Adorno

· Walter Benjamin

· Herbert Marcuse

· Jurgen Habermas

· in tradition of post-enlightenment rationalism

· many neo-kantian and neo-hegelian ideas

· early Marx, but rejection of much subsequent marxism

· critique of positivism

· overlap with existentialism in mood & themes

· emphasis on consciousness & culture

