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This grade description and module mark sheet has been designed to apply to all written assignments on the Programmes offered by the School of Education Studies. Grade D (40%) represents a Pass while Grade E represents a Fail and the work must be re-submitted.  Please note that where Grade E has been awarded the highest grade that can be achieved on re-submission is D.  Four of the elements below are marked out of 15 marks - Organisation, References, Relevance and Presentation.  The final element Analysis is marked out of 40 

	Grade
	Organisation (Planning, Structure and Topic Development   15 Marks

	A
	A logical and well planned structure providing an appropriate framework for the orderly development of the assignment.

	B
	A well planned study which develops the discussion in a clearly defined framework appropriate to the topic.

	C
	Appropriately organised  structure including a clearly discerned line of argument or development of the topic.

	D
	A satisfactory organisational structure allowing for a reasonable development of the topic

	E
	Lacking an appropriate organisational framework and the full development of the topic under discussion


	Grade
	References  15 Marks

(Use of reading, lecture input and reflection on personal experience)

	A
	Skilled selection and synthesis of material drawn from lectures, tutor input, current sources and personal experience including critical evaluation of and appropriate quotation from this material

	B
	Good selection and critical interpretation of a range of current sources including lecture inputs appropriate reading and personal experience

	C
	Use of sufficient range of sources demonstrating familiarity with key texts, articles, lectures/seminars

	D
	Use of an adequate range of sources demonstrating reasonable knowledge of essential reading in the subject

	E
	Incomplete breadth of reading of relevant literature and inadequate use of lecture input and personal experience

	Grade
	Analysis 40 Marks

(Identification, Understanding and Development of Key Elements, Themes and Issues in relation to the topic)

	A
	Skilfully and carefully developed identification and analysis of the key elements, themes and issues in relation to the topic demonstrating evidence of critical and creative thinking

	B
	Well developed interpretation and understanding of essential elements, themes and issues in relation to the topic

	C
	Adequate appraisal and understanding of important elements, themes and issues in relation to the topic

	D
	Satisfactory demonstration of knowledge and understanding of the key elements, themes and issues in relation to the topic

	E
	Incomplete knowledge and understanding of the key 

elements, themes and issues in relation to the topic



	Grade
	Relevance 15 Marks

(Relevant to the assignment given and linked to the needs and experience of the student)

	A
	Intelligently linked to professional needs and experience and fully relevant to the topic under discussion

	B
	Makes good use of personal and professional experience and maintains a strong degree of relevance to the given assignment

	C
	Adequate application to professional and personal experience and reasonably relevant to the topic

	D
	Limited application of personal and professional experience and tendency to include irrelevant material

	E
	Linkage between assignment and professional experience incompletely developed and significant passages of no immediate relevance to the topic under discussion


	Grade
	Presentation 15 Marks

(quality of writing, use of language, academic conventions, layout and design)

	A
	Skillful and exact use of language, high quality presentation, and accurate applications of academic convention

	B
	Well presented, fluent, readable and accurate

	C
	Appropriately presented, ideas clearly communicated, use and accuracy of language satisfactory, academic conventions complied with adequately

	D
	Presentation satisfactory, reasonable clarity of expression and use of language, satisfactory use of academic conventions

	E
	Expression and presentation not of a minimum acceptable standard

	Grade
	Overall 1000%

	A
	Work of high quality combining extensive knowledge, in-depth analysis, excellent standard of presentation and evidence of critical, original and creative thinking

	B
	Work of very good quality showing evidence of reading, reflection and careful planning and presentation

	C
	Work of good quality, demonstrating an adequate level of knowledge and understanding with evidence of reading, reflection and a reasonable standard of presentation

	D
	Satisfactory work showing evidence of a reasonable level of understanding and knowledge, adequate reading and reflection and an acceptable level of presentation and language use

	E
	Work not of a level adequate to pass without satisfactory evidence of knowledge and understanding of relevant issues



	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	70-100%
	60-69%
	50-59%
	40-49%
	0-39%


70% - 100%
First class honours/distinction

60%-69%
Second class honours/Credit

40%-59%
Pass

less than 40% Fail
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Assessment Guidelines

· Assessments must be submitted on time and through the proper procedures.

· Students should read carefully the School of Education’s policy on late submission.

· Students should ensure that there is written confirmation of the submission.  This may involve signing off for the paper.

.

· All assignments should be typed.

· Students should keep a copy of the assignment for their own records.  Papers cannot be returned to students, as they must be made available for the external examiner at the end of the academic year.

· All assignments must have a properly completed cover sheet.  Copies of the cover sheet will be distributed at the beginning of the term.

· Each cover sheet should indicate the word count of the particular assignment.

Layout

	Font
	Times New Roman

	Font Size
	Body Copy:   12 Point        

	Spacing
	Body Copy:     Double

(See References)

	Margins
	Left Justify.  For Quotations see separate section

	Page Numbers
	Centre Pagination

	Binding
	Please staple all assignments on top left- hand corner.  Please do not use binders or folders of any kind.  You may place paper in an envelope for submission purposes if necessary.

	Title Page
	This page should contain the following:

Student Name, Student ID, Title of Paper, Name of Module, Name of lecturer to whom paper is submitted, date and word count. 

	References
	References are included at end of the paper. Please note the correct format for references.
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