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How Do I Create A Visual Narrative That Contributes To My Learning And The Learning Of Others?
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The focus of my research is the development of a video that represents the non national students in my school - a post primary school in West Dublin. My rationale for developing the video was to provide the opportunity for the students to communicate and share their culture to a wider audience. In my enquiry, I trace the developments in my own learning as I plan, produce and edit the visual narrative ‘A Picture Paints a Thousand Words’, in collaboration with the students. Through being a participant myself in the process of learning, I was able to encourage and support student learning. My research consists of two action research cycles. In cycle one, I demonstrate how I guide and encourage each student to represent herself through the use of video. In cycle two, I present the evidence that shows how the video has influenced the learning of a wider audience. I use a ‘living educational theory’ approach to action research as I wanted to live my educational values in practice while contributing to the learning of others. My educational values of creating a safe environment where students feel valued, appreciating the different forms of intelligences and using music as a way of breaking down barriers have been lived out through the production of this visual narrative. The unique features of video allowed students to playback, view and improve their own performances.

